
PLANT LIST, WHITE SANDS NATIONAL MONUMENT 

 
*  = Listed on 1993 NMNHP survey 
** = New plant based on 1993 NMNHP survey 
#  = Identified by Jayne Belnap, PhD 
%  = Identified by Park Staff 
 
Division - CYANOCHLORONTA (Blue-Green Algae) 
 Oscillatoria sp.  # 
 Microcoleus Paludosus  # 
 Microcoleus Vaginatus  # 
 Nostoc sp.  # 
 Pleconema nostocorum  # 
 Schizothrix californica  # 
 Schizothrix lamyi  # 

 Scytonema hofmannii  # 
 
Division - CHLOROPHYTA  (Green Algae) 
 Chlamydomonas sp. 
 Palmogloea protuberans 
  
Division - CHAROPHYTA (Stone Worts) 
 Nitelaa sp. 
 
Division - EUGLENOPHYCOPHYTA (Euglendids) 
 Euglena sp. 
 
Division - THALLOPHYTA (Lichens) 
 Catypyrenium lachneum (Dermatocarpon lachneum) (brick  
 red/brown)  # 

 Catypyrenium hepaticum (green)   # 
 Fulgensia sp. (yellow)  # 
 Physia aipolia (small lobed gray)   # 
 Psora sp. (gray)  # 
 Psora decipiens (red)  # 
 Heppia sp. (green w/ maroon dot in center)  # 



Division - SPERMATOPHYTA 

   GYMNOSPERMAE  (Non-Flowering Plants) 
          EPHEDRACEAE (Ephedra Family) 
 Ephedra torreyana -    Mormon Tea* 
 Ephedra trifurca  -    Canatilla* 
 
 
 ANGIOSPERMAE   (Flowering Plants)   MONOCOTYLEDONAE           
  CYPERACEAE  (Sedge Family) 
 Scirpus maritimus -     Salt Marsh Bulrush 
 
  JUNCACEAE   (Rush Family) 
     Juncus mexicanus  -     Rush 
 Juncus torreyi - Torrey Rush** 
 

          LILIACEAE  (Lily Family) 
     Yucca elata -           Soaptree Yucca* 
     Yucca baccata -         Datil Yucca 
 
      POACEAE (Grass Family) 
TRIBE (4) ABUNDINEAE 
 Arundo donax -           Giant Reed 
 
TRIBE (8) STIPEAE 
 Oryzopsis humenoides -   Indian Ricegrass* 
TRIBE (13) ERAGROSTEAE 
 Erioneuron pulchellum -  Fluff Grass* 
     Muhlenbergia arenacca -  Ear Muhly* 
 Muhlenbergia porteri - Bush Muhly** 
 Muhlenbergia pungens -   Sandhill Muhly* 

 Scleropogon brevilfolius - Burrograss* 
 Sporobolus airoides -    Alkali Sacaton* 
 Sporobolus contractus -  Spike Dropseed* 



Angiospermae, Monocotyledonae, Poaceae, Tribe (13) Eragrosteae 

continued: 
 Sporobolus ctyptandrus - Sand Dropseed* 
 Sporobolus flexuosis -   Mesa Dropseed* 
 Sporobolus giganteus -   Giant Dropseed 
 Sporobolus nealleyii -   Gypgrass* 
 Sporobolus wrightii  - Wright Sacaton** 
 
TRIBE (14) CHLORIDEAE 
 Bouteloua aristidoides - Needle Gramma** 
 Bouteloua barbatus  -  Six-weeks Gramma* 
     Bouteloua breviseta -  Gyp Gramma* 
     Bouteloua eriopoda -  Black Gramma** 
     Bouteloua gracilis -     Blue Grama 
     Chloris virgata -        Feather Fingergrass* 

     Hilaria mutica-          Tobosa Grass* 
 
TRIBE (16) AELUROPODEAE 
  Distichlis spicata-      Inland Saltgrass* 
 
TRIBE (19) ARISTIDEAE 
 Aristida adscensionis -   Six-weeks Threeawn 
 Aristida purpurea - Purple Threeawn** 
 
TRIBE (20) PANICEAE 
 Setaria leuecopila -     Plains Bristlegrass* 
 
TRIBE (21) ANDROPOGONEAE 
 Schizachryrium neomexicanum - Little Bluestem** 
 Schizachryrium scoparium-   Little Bluestem 

 
  RUPPIACEAE (Ditch-grass family) 
 Ruppia maritima -  Widgeon Grass 
 
Angiospermae, Monocotyledonae continued:   
  TYPHACEAE (Cattail Family) 
 Typha angustifolia -   Narrow-leaved Cattail 
 Typha latifolia -      Common Cattail* 
 
ANGIOSPERMAE   (Flowering Plants)   DICOTYLEDONAE 
  AIZOACEAE (Carpet-weed Family) 
 Trianthema portulacastrum -   Horse Purslane 
 
  AMARANTHACEAE (Amaranth Family) 

 Amaranthus retroflexus - Pigweed 
 Tidestromia lanuginosa -  Wooly Tidestromia* 
 
  ANADARDIACEAE (Cashew Family) 
 Rhus aromatica -  Squaw-bush, Sumac* 
 Rhus microphylla - Littleleaf Sumac** 
 
  APOCYNACEAE  (Dogbane Family) 
 Amsonia arenaria -  Blue-Star 
 



  ASCLEPIADACEAE (Milkweed Family) 

 Asclepias arenaria -   Broadlead Milkweed 
 Asclepias brachystephana - Milkweed** 
 Asclepias latifolia - Broadleaf Milkweed** 
 Asclepias subverticillata -  Poison Milkweed* 
 
  ASTERACEAE (Composite Family) 
TRIBE (3)  ASTEREAE 
     Baccharis bigelovii -  Bigelow Baccharis 
     Baccharis glutinosa -  Seepwillow Baccharis* 
 Baccharis salicina -   Willow Baccharis 
 Chrysothamnus nauseosus -  Rubber Rabbitbrush* 
 Chrysothamnus pulchellus - Southwest Rabbitbrush* 
Angiospermae, Dicotyledonae, Tribe (3) Astereae continued: 
 Erigeron arenarius - Fleabane* 

 Isocoma heterophyllus - Jimmy Weed 
 Isocoma wrightii -  Goldenweed, Jimmy Weed* 
 Machaeranthera australis - Goldenweed** 
 Machaeranthera candescens - Hoary Tansy Aster** 
 Machaeranthera linearis -  Sand Goldenweed 
 Machaeranthera parviflora -  Wild Aster 
 Machaeranthera scabrella - Goldenweed* 
 Machaeranthera spinulosa - Ironplant Goldenweed** 
 Machaeranthera spp. - Goldenweed** 
 Machaeranthera tanacetifolia -   Tohoka Daisy* 
 Xanthocephalum microcephalum -  Three Leaf Snakeweed 
 Xanthocephalum sarothrae -   Broom Snakeweed* 
 
TRIBE (5) HELIOANTHEAE 
 Dicranocarpus parvilflorus -   Pitchfork 

 Flourensia cernua -   American Tarbush* 
 Helianthus annus -   Common Sunflower 
 Helianthus petiolaris -  Prairie Sunflower 
 Hymenoclea monogyra  -  Singlewhorl Burro-bush* 
 Thelesperman megapotamicum -  Greenthread* 
 Verbesina encelioides - Golden Crownbeard 
 Zinnia grandiflora - Rocky Mountain Zinnia 
 
TRIBE (6) HELENIEAE 
 Clappia suadaefolia - Clappia, Sunflower* 
 Hymenopappus arenosus - Hymenopappus 
 Hymenopappus filifolius var. cinereus -  Yellow Cutleaf* 
 Pectus augustifolia -  Lemonweed 
 Psilostrophe tagetina -   Wooly Paperflower* 

 Sartwellia flaveriae -   Threadleaf Sartwell 



Angiospermae, Dicotyledonae 

TRIBE (8) SENECIONEAE 
 Senecio douglasii - Douglas Groundsel** 
 Senecio longilobus  -   Threadleaf Groundsel* 
 Senecio ridellii  -   Ridell Groundsel 
     Senecio, spartiodes -  Broom Groundsel 
 
TRIBE (9)  CYAREAE 
 Centaurea repens -   Russina [Russian] Knapweed 
 Cirsium ochrocentrum - Yellow Thistle** 
 Cirsium wheeleri -   Wheeler Thistle* 
 
TRIBE (10) MUTISIEAE 
 Perezia nana -   Desert Holly* 
 Bahia absinthifolia -   Bahia* 

 
  BIGNONIACEA (Bignonia Family) 
 Chilopsis linearis -  Desert Willow 
 
  BORAGINACEAE (Borage Family 
 Tiquilia hispidissima -  Purple Borage 
 Cryptantha fuluocanescens -  Yellow Cryptantha 
 Heliotropium greggii -   Heliotrope* 
 
  BRASSICACEAE (Mustard Family) 
 Descurainia pinnata  -   Tansy mustard 
 Dimorphocarpa wislizenii -  Spectacle pod 
 Diplotaxus tenuifolia -  Slimleaf Wallrocket 
 Lepidium montanum var. alyssoides  -  Pepperweed, Peppergrass* 
 Lesquerella fendleri  -   Fendlers Bladderpod* 

 Lesquerella ssp. - Bladderpod** 
 Nerisyrenia camporum - Mustard** 
 Nerisyrenia linearifolia - Narrowleaf Greggia* 
Angiospermae, Dicotyledonae, Brassicaceae (Mustard Fam.) continued: 
 Sisymbrium irio - London Rocket 
 Streptanthus arizonicus - Arizona Jewel Flower 
 
  CACTACEAE (Cactus Family) 
 Coryphantha fragrans 
 Coryphantha macromeris  -   Nipple Beehive Cactus 
 Coryphantha vivipara  -  Biscuit Cactus 
 Echinocereus triglochidiatus var. gonacathus -Claret Cup  
 Hedgehog Cactus* 
 Opuntia engelmannii - Engleman Prickly Pear ** 

 Opuntia imbricata  -   Tree cholla, Walkingstick Cholla* 
 Opuntia leptocaulis -   Desert Christmas Cactus, Tesajo* 
 Opuntia macrorhiza var. pottsii -  Plains Prickly Pear 
 Opuntia macrorhiza  -   Tuberous Prickly Pear 
 Opuntia phaeacantha var. discata  -   Desert Prickly Pear* 
 Opuntia Polyacantha  -   Starvation Prickly Pear 
 Opuntia violacea var. macrocentra  -  Purple Prickly Pear 
 Pediocactus papyracanthus  -   Grama Grass Cactus 
 
  CHENOPODIACEAE (Goosefoot family) 



 Allenrolfea occidentalis -  Pickle-weed, Iodinebush* 

 Atriplex canescens  -   Four-wing Saltbush* 
 Salsola kali var. tenuifolia  -  Russian Thistle* 
 Suaeda depressa  - Pursh Seepweed* 
 Suaeda suffrutescens  -   Desert Seepweed 
 Suaeda torreyana  -   Torrey Seepweed* 
 
  CONVOLVULACEAE (Morning Glory Family) 
 Cressa depressa   -   Silky Cressa 
 Cressa truxillensis - Cressa** 



Angiospermae, Dicotyledonae continued: 

  CUCURBITACEAE (Gourd Family) 
 Cucurbita foetidissima  -   Buffalo Gourd 
 
  EUPHORBIACEAE (Spurge Family) 
 Croton dioicus  -   Croton 
 Euphorbia albomarginata  -  Whitemargin Spurge 
 Euphorbia lata  -   Hoary Euphorbia* 
 Euphorbia serrula  -   Sawtooth Spurge 
 Euphorbia villifera - Spurge** 
  
  FABACEAE (Pea Family) 
 Astragalus allorchrous   -   Halfmoon Loco 
 Cassia lindheimeriana  -   Senna 
 Dalea scoparia  -   Broom Pea 

 Hoffmanseggia glauca  -   Hog-Potato 
 Melilotus officinalis  -   Yellow Sweet Clover 
 Prosopis glandulosa  -   Honey Mesquite* 
 
  FOUQUIERIACEAE  (Ocotillo Family) 
 Fourquieria splendens  -   Ocotillo 
 
  FRANKENIACEAE  (Frankenia Family) 
 Frankenia jamesii  -   Frankenia* 
 
  GENTIANACEAE  (Gentian Family) 
 Centaurium calycosum - Arizona Centaury** 
 Centaurium texense  -  Lady Birds Centaury* 
 Eustoma exaltatum  -   Catch-Fly Gentian 
 Eustoma grandiflorum  -   Bluebell* 



Angiospermae, Dicotyledonae continued: 

  HYDROPHYLLACEAE  (Waterleaf Family) 
 Nama carnosum  -  Gype Nama 
 Nama hispidum  -  Hispid Nama 
 Phacelia corrugata  -   Blue-Curls 
 Phacelia crenulata  -   Scorpionweed* 
 Phacelia integrifolia  -  Scalloped Phacelia 
 Phacelia robusta  -  Phacelia 
 
  KOEBERLINIACEAE   (Junco Family) 
 Koeberlinia spinosa  -   Spiny Allthorn* 
 
  LAMIACEAE  -   (Mint Family) 
 Poliomintha incana  -   Hoary Rosemarymint* 
 

  LOASAEAE  (Stick-leaf Family) 
 Cevallia sinuata  -   Cevallia 
 Mentzelia integra  -  Blazingstar 
 Mentzelia multicaulis - Mentzelia**  
 Mentzelia  multiflora  -   Desert Mentzelia 
 Mentzelia  pumila  -  Stick-leaf* 
 
  MALVACEAE  (Mallow Family) 
 Sida leprosa va. depauperata   -   Scrufy Sida 
 Sphaeralcea angustifolia  -   Narrow-leaf Globemallow* 
 Sphaeralcea  arenaria  -   Globemallow 
 Sphaeralcea incana  -   Soft Globemallow 
 Sphaeralcea subhastata -   Globemallow* 
  
  NYCTAGINACEAE  -  (Four O'clock Family) 

 Abronia angustifolia  -   Sand Verbena* 
 Allionia choisyi  -  Smooth Trailing Four O'Clock 
  



Angiospermae, Dicotyledonae, Nyctaginaceae continued. 

 Allionia incanata  -  Trailing Four O'Clock 
 Ammocodon chenopodoides  -   Goosefoot Moonpod 
 Mirabilia multiflora  -   Colorado Four O'Clock 
 Selinocarpus diffusus  -  Spreading Moonpod 
 Selinocarpus lanceolatus  -   Gyp Moonpod* 
 
  ONAGRACEAE  (Evening Primrose Family) 
 Calylophus hatwegii  -   Yellow Evening Primrose* 
 Gaura coccinea  -  Scarlet Gaura* 
 Gaura parviflora  -  Lizard Tail 
 Oenothera albricaulis  -   Prairie Evening Primrose 
 Oenothera pallida runcinata  -  White Evening Primrose* 
  
  PAPAVERACEAE  (Poppy Family) 

 Argemone Polyanthemos  -   Prickly Poppy 
 
  PLUMBAGINACEAE  (Leadwort Family) 
 Limonium limbatum  -   Sea-lavender* 
 
  POLEMONIACEAE  (Phlox Family) 
 Ipomopsis pumila  -   Low Gilia 
 Ipomopsis longiflora  -   Pale Trumpets 
 
  POLYGONACEAE  (Buckwheat Family) 
 Eriogonum rotundifolium  -    Round Leaf Wild Buckwheat* 
 
  RHAMNACEAE  (Buck-thorn family) 
 Condalia spathulata  -   Knifeleaf Condalia 



ANGIOSPERMAE, DICOTYLEDONAE  

  SALICAEAE  (Willow Family) 
 Populus augustifolia  -   Narrowlead Cottonwood 
 Populus wizlizenii  -   Rio Grande Cottonwood 
 Salix Gooddingii  -   Goodding Willow* 
 
  SANTALACEAE  (Sandlewood [Sandalwood] Family) 
 Comandra pallida   -   Pale Bastard Toad Flax* 
  
  SOLANACEAE  (Potato Family) 
 Datura wrightii  -   Jimson Weed 
 Lycium berlandieri var. parvilflorum - Terrac Wolfberry,  
 Berland Wolfberry* 
 Lycium pallidum  -   Pale Wolfberry* 
 Lycium torreyi  -  Torrey Wolfberry 

 Solanum elaeagnifolium  -   Silverleaf Nightshade 
 
  TAMARICACEAE  (Tamarix Family) 
 Tamarix chenensis - Salt Cedar 
 Tamarix  gallica  -   French Tamarix, Salt Cedar** 
 
  VERBENACEAE  (Verbena Family) 
 Phyla incisa  -  Texas Frog-fruit 
 Verbena bipinnatifoida - Dakota Verbena** 
 Verbena  bracteata  -  Prostrate Vervain 
 
  ZYGOPHYLLACEAE  (Caltrop Family) 
 Kallstoemia hirsutissima  -   Carpetweed, Hairy Caltrop* 
 Larrea tridentata   -  Creosote Bush* 



ANGIOSPERMAE, DICOTYLEDONAE   

UNCLASSIFIED NEW ADDITIONS 
Juniperus monosperma - One Seed Juniper**    
Coldenia hispidissima - Hairy Coldenia** 
Artemisia bigelovii - Bigelow Sagebrush** 
Artemisia filifolia - Sand Sagebrush** 
Populus fremontii - Fremont Poplar** 
Fallugia paradoxa - Common Apacheplume** 
Gutierrezia sarothrae - See Xanthocephalum sarothrae 
Parthenium incanum - Mariola Parthenium** 
Psorthamnus glandulosa - Broom Pea  SEE Dalea scoparia 
Convulvulus ssp. - Bindweed** 
Conyza canadensis - Canada Horseweed** 
Dithyrea wislizeni - SEE Dimorphocarpa wislizenii 
Dyssodia aurea - Fetid Marigold** 

Evolvulus serieceus - Evolvulus** 
Ibervillea tenuisecta - Globe Berry** 
Mammillaria ssp. - Pin Cushion Cactus 
Portulaca pilosa - Shaggy Portulaca** 
Portulaca retusa - Purslane** 
Proboscidea parviflora - New Mexico Devils Claw** 
Stephanomereria pauciflora - Wire Lettuce** 
Ambrosia artemisiifolia - Ragweed (Big Dune Trail Parking Lot, 9/94) 
[Eratication effort started 9/94-10-94] [Sample collected and put 
in plant press 10/94] 


